
WWI, Great Depression, and WWII 

Unit Overview: 
In this unit, 5th Grade students will learn about the “Great Wars” and  

everything in between! We’ll begin our unit with an examination of the 

causes and effects of World War I. Then, we’ll soar through America’s 

Roaring twenties and meet the pioneers of that time period! We’ll then 

settle into the humble era of the Great Depression and await President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s execution of the New Deal. We’ll end our journey 

through history with World War II and it’s significance on American history. 

Essential Questions:  

 Why did the United States of America enter WWI and WWII and how did the course of those wars impact America 

and its citizens?  

 What is the significance of ally relationships during times of war? 

 What cultural impacts did the 1920s have on the lives of American citizens during and after that era? 

 What led America and it’s citizens into the Great Depression? How did our country come out of it? 

 What leadership qualities were exhibited by leaders during WWI, the Great Depression, and WWII? 

“Dinnertime Questions” Hints for At-Home Conversations: 

Week 1: What are the pros and cons of war? What sacrifices are made? 

Week 2: What impact did the 1920s have on the cultural renaissance of 

America? 

Week 3: What obstacles did American families have to face during the 

Great Depression? 

Week 4: If WWI was supposed to be “The War to End All Wars”, what led us 

into WWII? What did America stand to gain/lose during WWII? 

Vocabulary: 

Weeks 1-2: alliance, nationalism, militarism, imperialism, Central Powers, trench warfare, No Man’s Land, espionage, 

immigrant, renaissance, isolationism, economy, consumer goods 

Weeks 3-4: recession, bankruptcy, Black Tuesday, Dust Bowl, fireside chat, laissez faire, migrant worker, New Deal, fas-

cism, scapegoat, concentration camp, Axis, Allies, D-Day, kamikaze 

Homework: 

 Students will receive nightly homework assignments related to concepts and information that they will be pro-

cessing and using during class time. It is important that students come to class prepared, having their complet-

ed homework to ensure their engagement and participation in classroom activities.  

 All homework assignments will be recorded in their interactive notebooks. In addition, homework assignments 

can be found on their grade level tab on class website (look in the top left corner for the menu icon). Our class  

website is www.rsmith1.weebly.com. 

 For each unit, students should have one current events article on any related topic of the unit.  The require-

ments for the current events article is copied on the back of this document.  

http://www.rsmith1.weebly.com


American Revolution 

Unit Overview: 
In this unit, 4th Grade students will learn about the American Revolution. 

We’ll begin our journey as colonists who are desperate to flee from Great 

Britain’s rule. Students will study events that led to the revolution and peo-

ple who fostered liberty from England to gain an understanding of the 

causes of the American Revolutionary War. They will interpret and analyze 

primary sources as well and see that many of them are still referred to in 

our present day times! At the end of the unit, we’ll culminate with our very 

own  “American ‘Revolution’ Idol”! 

Essential Questions:  

 What sparked the colonist’s desire for a revolution? What were the early conflicts between Britain and colonists? 

 What role did trade play in the American Revolution? 

 Why are revolutions necessary for change? 

 What leadership qualities were exhibited by leaders of the American Revolution? 

 How did the America revolution shape our country into what it is today? 

“Dinnertime Questions” Hints for At-Home Conversations: 

Week 1: What does freedom mean to you? 

Week 2: How different do you think our lives would be if we did not seek in-

dependence from Great Britain? 

Week 3: What obstacles did colonists have to face leading up to the Ameri-

can Revolution ? 

Week 4: What sacrifices were made by the colonists to ensure our inde-

pendence as a country? Is there something you would not have sacrificed? 

Vocabulary: 

Weeks 1-2: ally, congress, rebellion, proclamation, tax, smuggling, liberty, massacre, correspondence, delegate, 

quarter, Loyalist, Patriot, militia, minutemen, petition 

Weeks 3-4: independence, treason, rights, neutral, inflation, mercenary, traitor, strategy, surrender 

Homework: 

 Students will receive nightly homework assignments related to concepts and information that they will be pro-

cessing and using during class time. It is important that students come to class prepared, having their complet-

ed homework to ensure their engagement and participation in classroom activities.  

 All homework assignments will be recorded in their interactive notebooks. In addition, homework assignments 

can be found on their grade level tab on class website (look in the top left corner for the menu icon). Our class  

website is www.rsmith1.weebly.com. 

 For each unit, students should have one current events article on any related topic of the unit.  The require-

ments for the current events article is copied on the back of this document.  

http://www.rsmith1.weebly.com


What’s Up with the Weather? 

Unit Overview: 
In this unit, 1st Grade students will enter the dynamic world of weather! 

This unit involves hands-on learning and higher order discovery tasks to  

investigate the different facets of meteorology while developing observa-

tion, interpretation, and data organization skills.  Students will also learn 

about the many tools used to measure different components of weather. 

They will keep a weather log, learn about extreme forces of weather, and 

will have the opportunity to recreate a live weather forecast and host an 

extreme weather fashion show!! 

Essential Questions:  

 -How do I describe what the weather is like today?  

 -How can weather data be recorded? 

 -How do I use patterns/ information to make predictions? 

 -How does temperature affect the form of precipitation? 

 -How does the weather change? 

 -What type of instruments are used to measure weather? 

 -How do we use Science to prepare for extreme weather? 

“Dinnertime Questions” Hints for At-Home Conversations: 

Week 1: How does the daily weather affect me and my future?  

Week 2: How does weather affect all living things?  

Week 3: How do weather instruments help to observe and describe   

weather features? 

Week 4: What do weather symbols represent on a weather map?  

Week 5: How do the senses help provide information about the weather? 

Vocabulary: 

Week 1: weather, snowy, windy, rainy, cloudy, data, season 

Week 2: prediction, cold front, hot front, patterns, forecast 

Week 3: precipitation, temperature, sleet, hail, snow, rain 

Week 4: solid, liquid, gas, evaporation, condensation 

Week 5: thermometer, wind vane, rain gauge, tornado, hurricane  

Homework: 

 Students will receive occasional homework assignments related to concepts and information that they will be 

processing and using during class time. It is important that students come to class prepared, having their com-

pleted homework to ensure their engagement and participation in classroom activities.  

 All homework assignments will be recorded in their interactive notebooks. In addition, homework assignments 

can be found on their grade level tab on class website (look in the top left corner for the menu icon). Our class  

website is www.rsmith1.weebly.com. 

 For each unit, students should have one current events article on any related topic of the unit.  The require-

ments for the current events article is copied on the back of this document.  

http://www.rsmith1.weebly.com


Rocks, Minerals, and Fossils 

Unit Overview: 
In this unit, 3rd Grade students will dive into the wonderful world of Earth 

Science! In this unit, students will study minerals and their everyday uses. 

Students will then transition into the study of rocks and the rock cycle. 

They’ll learn how to excavate minerals from rocks with some yummy activ-

ities and we’ll even learn how to make mineral geodes! At the end of the 

unit, students will learn how to create various forms of fossils and explain 

the processes of how they are formed. 

Essential Questions:  

 What is the difference between a mineral and a rock? 

 What are the types of rocks? How are they formed? 

 Explain how the rock cycle works? 

 Why is it beneficial for us to have various forms of soil? 

 How do rocks and soil change over time? 

“Dinnertime Questions” Hints for At-Home Conversations: 

Week 1: What are some everyday uses of minerals?  

Week 2: How can we identify the attributes of rocks? 

Week 3: Why do certain types of plants grow only in specific soil types? 

Week 4: How does the weather impact the formation of rocks?  

Week 5-6: What stories do fossils tell us? 

Vocabulary: 

Week 1: mineral, rock, hardness, Mohs scale 

Week 2: igneous rock, sedimentary rock, metamorphic rock, rock cycle 

Week 3: humus, sand, silt, clay, loam 

Week 4: weathering, erosion 

Week 5-6: fossil, extinct, cast, mold, petrified wood, sap 

Homework: 

 Students will receive daily homework assignments related to concepts and information that they will be pro-

cessing and using during class time. It is important that students come to class prepared, having their complet-

ed homework to ensure their engagement and participation in classroom activities.  

 All homework assignments will be recorded in their interactive notebooks. In addition, homework assignments 

can be found on their grade level tab on class website (look in the top left corner for the menu icon). Our class  

website is www.rsmith1.weebly.com. 

 For each unit, students should have one current events article on any related topic of the unit.  The require-

ments for the current events article is copied on the back of this document.  

http://www.rsmith1.weebly.com


Heat and Magnets 

Unit Overview: 
In this unit, 3rd Grade students learn about the various forms of energy 

that produce heat. Students will conduct experiments that require them 

to make decisions of when to use insulators vs. conductors when trying to 

preserve an item. In addition, students will develop creative ways to pro-

duce heat without a source of electricity. In regards to magnets, students 

will learn about the different forms of magnets and how they contribute to 

our every day productivity and the daily functions of common household 

items.  

Essential Questions:  

 What is heat and how is it measured? 

 How does thermal energy move? 

 How is thermal energy used? 

 How can we create heat with a source of electricity? 

 How can we make and use magnets? 

“Dinnertime Questions” Hints for At-Home Conversations: 

Week 1: What is the difference between an insulator and a conductor?  

Week 2: How can we creatively solve the problem of global warming? 

Week 3: How are the various forms of energy used? 

Week 4: Why is it important to know how to create heat without electricity? 

Week 5: Why are magnets important in our day-to-day lives? 

Vocabulary: 

Week 1: heat, temperature, Celsius 

Week 2: thermal energy, global warming 

Week 3: solar energy, geothermal energy, solar energy, chemical energy 

Week 4: conductor, conduction, convection, radiation, insulator 

Week 5: magnet, repel, attract, electromagnet, generator 

Homework: 

 Students will receive daily homework assignments related to concepts and information that they will be pro-

cessing and using during class time. It is important that students come to class prepared, having their complet-

ed homework to ensure their engagement and participation in classroom activities.  

 All homework assignments will be recorded in their interactive notebooks. In addition, homework assignments 

can be found on their grade level tab on class website (look in the top left corner for the menu icon). Our class  

website is www.rsmith1.weebly.com. 

 For each unit, students should have one current events article on any related topic of the unit.  The require-

ments for the current events article is copied on the back of this document.  

http://www.rsmith1.weebly.com


A Sum as a Whole of Its Parts- 

Physical & Chemical Change 

Unit Overview: 
In this unit, 5th Grade students will learn about matter, atoms,  

elements, compounds, and physical and chemical changes.  

Students will partake in hands-on experiences that allow them to 

investigate the properties of a substance before, during, and af-

ter a chemical reaction to find evidence of change.  Students will 

also learn about the Periodic Table and culminate the unit with a 

special classroom edition of “Survivor”! 

Essential Questions:  

 Why does the mass of an object remain constant regardless of its location? 

 What conditions are necessary for water to change its phases? 

 What is the difference between physical and chemical change?  

 How can we separate mixtures and solutions? 

 What is the significance of the periodic table? 

“Dinnertime Questions” Hints for At-Home Conversations: 

Week 1: What is matter? 

Week 2: What is the difference between an atom and a molecule? Com-

pound an element? 

Week 3: What are some real-world examples of physical and chemical 

change? 

Week 4: How can we model examples of physical and chemical change? 

Vocabulary: 

Week 1: part, whole, sum, mass, matter, volume, density  

Week 2: mixture, solution, atom, molecule, nucleus, proton, neutron, electron,  

element, compound 

Week 3: physical change, chemical change, physical properties 

Homework: 

 Students will receive daily homework assignments related to concepts and information that they will be pro-

cessing and using during class time. It is important that students come to class prepared, having their complet-

ed homework to ensure their engagement and participation in classroom activities.  

 All homework assignments will be recorded in their interactive notebooks. In addition, homework assignments 

can be found on their grade level tab on class website (look in the top left corner for the menu icon). Our class  

website is www.rsmith1.weebly.com. 

 For each unit, students should have one current events article on any related topic of the unit.  The require-

ments for the current events article is copied on the back of this document.  

http://www.rsmith1.weebly.com


Building a Nation 

Unit Overview: 
America has finally gained its independence from Great Britain! But 

what do we do now? In this unit, 4th Grade students will learn about 

the many challenges and obstacles America encountered as they 

tried to build a new and unified nation. Students will learn about the 

shortcomings of the Articles of Confederation, the need for the de-

velopment of the Constitution, and the emergence of “new” land 

out west with the Westward Expansion (focusing on the Louisiana Pur-

chase, the acquisition of Texas, the Oregon Trail, and the California 

Gold Rush). 

Essential Questions:  

 What were the challenges of creating a new nation? 

 How did our country’s need for structure and societal rules change as our nation matured? 

 Why is it necessary to have a balance of power within a nation? 

 What impact did Westward Expansion have on our development as a country? 

“Dinnertime Questions” Hints for At-Home Conversations: 

Week 1: What were the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation?  

Week 2: Why was it necessary to develop our country’s Constitution? 

Week 3: How does the system of checks and balances work? 

Week 4: Why did the United States expand its territories? 

Week 5: How did the Westward Expansion affect Native Americans? 

Vocabulary: 

Week 1: citizen, ordinance, federal system, republic, compromise, ratify, democracy 

Week 2: constitution, amendments 

Week 3: checks and balances, separation of power, veto, bill , natural rights 

Week 4: pioneer, frontier, nationalism, annexation, manifest destiny, gold rush, forty-niner, boom town, wagon train 

Week 5: suffrage, abolitionist, reform, discrimination 

Homework: 

 Students will receive daily homework assignments related to concepts and information that they will be pro-

cessing and using during class time. It is important that students come to class prepared, having their complet-

ed homework to ensure their engagement and participation in classroom activities.  

 All homework assignments will be recorded in their interactive notebooks. In addition, homework assignments 

can be found on their grade level tab on class website (look in the top left corner for the menu icon). Our class  

website is www.rsmith1.weebly.com. 

 For each unit, students should have one current events article on any related topic of the unit.  The require-

ments for the current events article is copied on the back of this document.  

http://www.rsmith1.weebly.com


Lights, Shadows, Sound, and Magnets 

Unit Overview: 
In this unit, 1st Graders will begin to go deeper into understanding 

and applying the scientific method. Students will learn about the  

various sources of light and how shadows are made. In addition, they 

will have their first design challenge where they will design a box that 

will prevent a groundhog’s shadow from being seen! Students will  

also have the opportunity to participate in many hands-on activities 

that focus on the production and manifestation of sound. The unit will 

culminate with a  focus on magnets and students will have the  

opportunity to make magnetic slime!  

Essential Questions:  

 What is the difference between natural lighting and man-made lighting? 

 How are shadows made? 

 How are sounds different in volume and pitch? How are they different in nature? 

 What objects are attracted to magnets? 

“Dinnertime Questions” Hints for At-Home Conversations: 

Week 1: What are the pros and cons of man-made lighting?  

Week 2: How are shadows made? Why do they vary in shape & size? 

Week 3: How do we make sounds? Why are sounds important? 

Week 4: What are some common characteristics of items that are   

attracted to magnets? 

Vocabulary: 

Week 1: light, natural, man-made, energy 

Week 2: shadow, reflection 

Week 3: sound, vibration, sound waves, volume, pitch 

Week 4: magnet, magnetic, poles, attract, repel 

Homework: 

 Students will receive daily homework assignments related to concepts and information that they will be pro-

cessing and using during class time. It is important that students come to class prepared, having their complet-

ed homework to ensure their engagement and participation in classroom activities.  

 All homework assignments will be recorded in their interactive notebooks. In addition, homework assignments 

can be found on their grade level tab on class website (look in the top left corner for the menu icon). Our class  

website is www.rsmith1.weebly.com. 

 For each unit, students should have one current events article on any related topic of the unit.  The require-

ments for the current events article is copied on the back of this document.  

http://www.rsmith1.weebly.com


Historical Heroes 

Unit Overview: 
In this unit, 3rd Graders will take a virtual fieldtrip through time to 

meet and analyze the many obstacles and triumphs encountered 

by historical heroes of American history. Students will go out west and 

learn about the plight of migrant workers with Cesar Chavez. We’ll 

experience the Great Depression through the eyes of Franklin and 

Eleanor Roosevelt. We’ll also learn about Lyndon B. Johnson and his 

impact on voting rights. We’ll analyze how Thurgood Marshall and 

Mary McLeod Bethune overcame economic and racial hardships to 

become pioneers in law and education, respectively. We’ll take a 

ride with Paul Revere on that fateful night when the regulars were 

coming. We’ll also learn how Frederick Douglass worked for civil 

rights and how Susan B. Anthony led the women’s suffrage  

movement! 

Essential Questions:  

 What leadership qualities are evident in historical heroes? 

 How can obstacles lead an individual into triumph and success? 

 What affect does a person’s words and actions affect others? 

 What role does an individual’s location and culture play on their beliefs? 

“Dinnertime Questions” Hints for At-Home Conversations: 

Week 1:  Why did Cesar Chavez feel it was necessary to stand up for migrant 

workers’ rights? How does his decision affect us today? 

Week 2:  What leadership qualities were exhibited by Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt? How did they 

help during the Great Depression? 

Week 3: In what ways did Frederick Douglass and Thurgood Marshall work to improve civil rights? 

Week 4: How were Mary Bethune and Susan B. Anthony influenced by their environments and culture? 

Week 5:  What was Paul Revere’s contribution to independence in the British colonies?  

Vocabulary: 

Weeks 1 & 2: migrant worker, labor union, Great Depression, perseverance, disabled, campaign 

Weeks 3 & 4: injustice, slavery, abolitionist, suffrage, civil rights, segregation, authority, legislature 

Week 5: liberty, loyalist, diligence, patriot, boycott,  protest, revolution 

Homework: 

 Students will receive daily homework assignments related to concepts and information that they will be pro-

cessing and using during class time. It is important that students come to class prepared, having their complet-

ed homework to ensure their engagement and participation in classroom activities.  

 All homework assignments will be recorded in their interactive notebooks. In addition, homework assignments 

can be found on their grade level tab on class website (look in the top left corner for the menu icon). Our class  

website is www.rsmith1.weebly.com. 

 For each unit, students should have one current events article on any related topic of the unit.   

http://www.rsmith1.weebly.com


                                         Landsakes, it's Alive! 

                                        Unit Overview: 
 

In this unit, First Graders will learn about the interdependen-

cy of living and nonliving things. Students will be provided 

with hands-on opportunities to gauge their understanding of 

living organisms (plants and animals) in the world around us. 

For plants, students will complete a flower dissection and 

learn how the parts of plants work. Students will also learn 

about the basic needs of plants and animals and how their 

life cycles are critical to the functioning of our world! 

    Essential Questions:  

 What is the difference between a living and nonliving  

thing? 

 What are the basic needs of living things? 

 Why is it important to understand the basic needs of plants 

“Dinnertime Questions” Hints for At-Home Conversations: 

Week 1:  Why is it important to have a balance between living and nonliv-

ing things in our environment? 

Week 2:  What are the parts of a plant? What is the life cycle of a plant? 

Week 3:  How does the life cycle of animals vary? 

Week 4:  In what ways do plants and animals contribute to our environment? 

Vocabulary: 

Week 1: living, nonliving, seedling, roots, stem, leaves, flowers, fruits, seed 

Week 2: nutrients, life cycle, growth 

Week 3:  habitat, predator, prey  

Week 4: dependency, interdependence 

Homework: 

 Students will occasional homework assignments related to concepts and information that they will 

be processing and using during class time. It is important that students come to class prepared, hav-

ing their completed homework to ensure their engagement and participation in classroom activities.  

 In addition, homework assignments can be found on their grade level tab on class website (look in 

the top left corner for the menu icon). Our class  website is www.rsmith1.weebly.com. 

 For each unit, students should have one current events article on any related topic of the unit. The 

requirements for the current events article is copied on the back of this document.  

http://www.rsmith1.weebly.com


                                            Econopolis 

                                   Unit Overview: 
 

In this unit, First Graders will learn about how commu-

nities and our economy are interdependent. Students 

will learn about needs versus wants, and will learn how 

to create a budget. They’ll also learn how to evaluate 

career options and how people have the most direct 

impact on our communities and economy. Through-

out the unit, we’ll also use design thinking to solve an 

economic crisis for our very our own TAG Town! 

    Essential Questions:  

 In what ways do people, places, and things work together in order to 

solve problems for communities and the economy? 

 In what ways are communities the same, different and ever-changing? 

 How do economic problems affect our everyday lives? 

“Dinnertime Questions” Hints for At-Home Conversations: 

Week 1:  What problems do communities face ? 

Week 2:  What motivates our choices in careers? 

Week 3:  What are the opportunity costs when there is a scarcity of resources? 

Week 4:  In what ways do people act as both producers and consumers? 

Week 5: What can people do to help out their communities and the economy? 

Vocabulary: 

Week 1: needs, wants, income, mortgage, deposit, withdrawal, utilities 

Week 2: career, goods, services, natural resources, human resources, capital resources 

Week 3:  scarcity, opportunity cost 

Week 4-5: dependency, interdependence 

Homework: 

 Students will occasional homework assignments related to concepts and information that they will 

be processing and using during class time. It is important that students come to class prepared, hav-

ing their completed homework to ensure their engagement and participation in classroom activities.  

 In addition, homework assignments can be found on their grade level tab on class website (look in 

the top left corner for the menu icon). Our class  website is www.rsmith1.weebly.com. 

 For each unit, students should have one current events article on any related topic of the unit. The 

requirements for the current events article is copied on the back of this document.  

http://www.rsmith1.weebly.com

